May 1st  2005

Leonie, Gavin, Nadine
Once again, not that much again to write about. Most of the news this week seems to be about wars! The war celebrations this year are all at 30-year intervals! End of the Vietnam war 30 years ago, end of WWII (in a few months) 60 years ago, and ANZAC day 90 years ago.
ANZAC day was last Monday. Saw some of the Gallipoli dawn service on BBC TV; there was nothing on local TV. Big crowds there. Apparently, most of the young people slept out in the open in sleeping bags. Others might have come from Istanbul by bus for just the day, though with a dawn service, they would have to leave Istanbul at about midnight or even earlier. Also got a thing called a “Google Alert” on ‘Anzac day.’ This sends selected websites to your email address each day for as long as you want it to continue. From these news items, there have been record turnouts in Australia and New Zealand for ANZAC day services. There has been a big revival in interest in the past few years for a day that seemed to be slipping into oblivion. Commentators are not sure of the precise reasons for the renewed interest.

Big celebrations in Vietnam for the end of the Vietnam war. Saw some of it on TV News. 


Also, for the war in Iraq, read a snippet in the newspaper about a private in the British army who received the VC. (In case any of you don’t know, VC stands for ‘Victoria Cross’, the highest British award for valour. A guy who had been a student at Christ’s College received two of them during WWII.) This was the first VC awarded for 23 years, which therefore goes back to the time of the Falklands war.

Saw on TV live, some of the maiden flight of the new Airbus 380. Big, as it has two complete decks. It can carry up to 850 people! People were also awed when the first 747 flew. Eventually flying with 500 or more people will be accepted as normal. 
China is entertaining more people from Taiwan. This time it is the leader of the KMT, who is now in China for an eight-day visit. His first call was to the mausoleum of Sun Yat Sen, who founded the KMT. A couple of days ago, he met with the Chinese president. This is the first visit by a KMT leader to the mainland since they fled in 1949 after their defeat by the communists. With these visits, China is going over the head of the president and government of Taiwan, and is succeeding, though there is the risk of a Taiwanese backlash. 
Yesterday I did not go for a run. I have had a whole week off exercise. I will probably start again tomorrow. HK is getting warmer temperatures now, so swimming weather. 
That’s it for now. Only a short letter. 
Cheers
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